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Sustainable Development Workshop - Oct. 19-20

Economic Opportunities in a Post-Mining Future

Special to Humboldt & Pershing County Media

WINNEMUCCA — The Humboldt-Pershing Sustainable Development partnership hosted a two-day workshop Oct. 19-20 at the Winnemucca Convention Center.

Chairman Jerry Hepworth welcomed the nearly-70 participants from four counties.  He began by introducing the concept of Sustainable Development as a "three-legged stool;" with the three legs representing:  the environment, community and economic development.  "The stool cannot stand without all three legs."  Hepworth emphasized that "Sustainable Development is not a passing trend. It has to be a community-based effort whose long-term success must include input and participation from all three facets."

Renowned Sustainable Development expert Dr. Anthony Hodge presented the keynote address.  According to Hodge, sustainable development is a relatively new concept in the U.S., although it has been in practice in many other countries since the late 1980's.  "It is about responsible planning, accountability and thinking longer-term about our national and corporate actions and how they relate to our environment and community."   This is a timely issue and one that hits close to home, as certain area Mines look at their Closure plans in the coming decade.

Dr. Dirk Van Zyl of the University of Nevada Mining Lifecycle Center presented his talk on "Strategy of Economic Prosperity for Rural Communities through Sustainable Development."  He urged the community to partner with mines and BLM, to use the Mines' post-closure property for future economic development.  "The mines already have a tremendous infrastructure in place.  There are roads, power, cable, buildings and state-of-the-art equipment that can be used for other purposes."  Van Zyl suggests rural communities actively market these properties to industry that can use those commodities already in place.  This would also provide replacement jobs that would otherwise be lost when the mines close.  Under current policy; however, regulatory agencies dictate full reclamation – effectively demolishing existing infrastructure.    

Addressing BLM perspectives including the question on reclamation, were presenters Reg Reid of BLM's State Office, and Jeff Johnson.  Johnson is BLM's Winnemucca Field Office Team Lead for the Resource Management Plan.  Johnson said the current RMP has been in place since 1982.  It is currently undergoing a major update to include a Sustainable Development provision.  This would open the door for opportunities to market mine properties after closure and to maximize use of the reclaimed mine sites.

Additional presentations were given by Great Basin College President Dr. Paul Killpatrick; Alan Coyner of the NV Division of Minerals; and Rachel Clingan of Pershing County.  Area Mines also gave updates on current status and future prospects.

The Workshop was sponsored by all of the region's major Mines, as well as Great Basin College, Northeastern NV Stewardship group, University of NV Mining Lifecycle Center, Humboldt Development Authority, Summit Engineering, Coeur Rochester, U.S. Gold, and several other key businesses and supporters.

Sustainable Development groups have also been formed in Elko and Battle Mountain.  With the addition of the newly formed Humboldt-Pershing group, the entire 

I-80 "Golden Corridor" of mining is now participating in the effort.

For more information about the organization, or to be included on the mailing list, call Coordinator Sharlet Berentsen at (775) 304-1404.
