Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group 

Monthly Membership Meeting Minutes

February 21, 2007

Northeastern Nevada Museum

WELCOME – PRESIDENT GERRY MILLER

President Gerry Miller welcomed attendees to the meeting at 6:45 pm. President Miller noted that this was the first monthly membership meeting of the year and gave some brief notes on upcoming meetings. 

President Miller explained that the Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group had been fortunate in receiving several grants. The Stewardship Group was awarded the Q1 grant which will be used for the Watershed Ecosystem Management Plan. The Stewardship Group also received the Forest Foundation Grant which will pay for the Executive Director. President Miller noted that anyone interested in the position should contact him. Another grant received will allow for the monitoring of the demonstration plots north of Deeth. President Miller noted that the monitoring would be done by the Great Basin College Agriculture Department.

President Miller announced that the next Board of Director’s meeting would be Thursday, March 1st at 5:15. President Miller noted that starting in April; the Board of Director’s meeting will be changed to the first Tuesday of the month. President Miller invited anyone interested to the Board of Director’s meetings; NNSG still needs to fill at large positions on the Board.

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION – KIMBERLY ROLLINS

Kimberly Rollins gave a presentation on the Sage STEP program. The SageSTEP project AKA Fire, Fire Surrogates, and Restoration in the Sagebrush Steppe is funded by the joint Fire Sciences Program. The purpose of the SageSTEP project is a treatment and evaluation plan for the Great Basin. For more details, see www.sageSTEP.org
Professionals are aware that the Great Basin is in trouble, native communities are threatened by non-native exotic species. There are many communities and economies at risk. The purpose of Sage STEP is to gather, record, and publish more information on performance of treatments on lands that are considered “at risk”. The “at risk” lands are meant to be treated by several different means, before they cross a major threshold and are in need of rehabilitation. The Sage STEP project is designed to do the following: focus on lands that are at risk, how far is the land from threshold, where is the threshold, where to apply the dollars to get the most environmental success. In order to find the pieces of lands that will get the most environmental success, other additional values will be considered other than just the ecological condition. Other values include, wildlife habitat, recreation, economic, ect. 

The SageSTEP program is based on a triage concept: the intention is to treat areas with the highest probability of recovery, determine the abiotic and biotic variables nessecary to define the recovery thresholds.
The SageSTEP program will evaluate two specific kinds of plant communities. Sagebrush/Cheatgrass and Sagebrush/Pinion/Juniper. In the sagebrush/cheatgrass community, 2 ecological provinces will be set up with two locations per province and then there will be (4) 200 acre treatments/location. Goals of treatments include chemical treatment with Tebuthiuron to reduce sage by 50%, mowing to reduce sage, prescribed fire, a control group, and then treatment with a pre-emergent such as Plateau. In the sagebrush/pinion/juniper community, there will be 3 ecological provinces, 3 sites per province, and (3) 25 or 50 acre treatments/location. Goals of treatments include mechanical removal of pinion/juniper by cut and fell, prescribed fire at 100% black, and a control group. One research province will have a 1000 acre burn and control plots for wildlife and landscape research.
By performing these treatments, researchers will generate results that will be able to answer the following questions:

· Do treatments successfully reduce fuels and restore desirable conditions?

· What are the most important variables to monitor following treatment and what are their protocols?

· What is the likelihood that a particular treatment will result in the desired improvement?

· What are the costs of treatment and do the costs compare with the effectiveness of each?

· What are the benefits of treatment – including value of the ecosystem goods and services (non market)?

· What is the cost of doing nothing?

The ultimate goal is to provide managers with information for dealing with at risk sage communities.

Several other factors will be involved with the project. Kimberly explained the benefits and costs of a non-market system, as ecosystem goods and services cannot be measured in a market sense. Also she discussed the process in which the costs and benefits of the ecosystem goods and services would be determined. Kimberly explained that surveys would be designed to be presented to the public so that the costs and benefits of the SageSTEP program could be accurately determined. She briefly explained the process that would be required in order to complete the economic analysis. She noted that if anyone was interested in the project that they could contact her. 

CONCLUSION

President Gerry Miller noted that the Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group Board of Directors would be considering taking a lead and/or assisting SageSTEP with information from Elko County. If anyone is interested in being involved in the project they can contact President Miller and/or attend the Board of Director’s Meeting. 

