NNSG Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 5th, 2009, 5:15- 7:15 p.m.

Agricultural Service Center- 555 West Silver Street Suite 101, Elko, Nevada
Present: Gerry Miller, Duane Jones, Doug Clarke, Larry Hyslop, Delynn Jones, Teven Perkins, and Tracy Shane


Absent: Mary Winters, Kent McAdoo, Leta Collord, and Ryan Shane

1. Welcome and introductions / determination of quorum:
Gerry welcomed everyone.  It was determined that a quorum to conduct business was present.

2. Public Comment / short general discussion period.
The Jarbidge Rangeland Project has been reopened.  NNSG is hosting a Agency Landowner Discussion Session of the Tuscarora Watershed Habitat Conservation Plant on Tuesday, March 17th from 3-5pm at the Star Hotel.  The BLM’s Travel Management Plan Maps are available for review.  Larry Hyslop has had articles on Mule Deer and Elk in the Elko Daily Free Press.
3. Pod Chairs Reports: Fire, Heritage, Recreation, Sage Grouse, Science

The Sage Grouse Pod is having a meeting on Wednesday, April 1st. The Pod had a meeting on February 17th at the BLM and Leta sent out the minutes.  The Governor’s Sage Grouse meeting was February 19th at Great Basin College (GBC).
4. Soil and Water Enhancement Action Team Report
Doug will have a handout of possible SWEATco activities for the Annual Meeting.  The VFW and POW-MIA may be good partners to bring in or the Soldier Canyon Trail Maintenance for National Trails Day.  The BLM is going to have a tree planting this spring.
5. Executive Directors Report

Teven and Gerry completed the Final CAP report and sent it in to the National Forest Foundation (NFF).  Teven made up invoices for the Nevada Division of Forestry’s dues and the Mule Deer Foundation’s Grant contribution to the NFF’s Biological Control Grant.  She worked with Leta on the email contacts list and sent out the Tax Contribution receipts.  She also filed in the office, sent out several emails for different meetings, and created a newspaper ad for the Elko Daily Free Press along with some meeting announcements.  She completed the February Board of Directors’ Meeting Minutes.
6. Review and approval of minutes of the February 5th  Board Meeting: 
The MOTION was made by Delynn to accept the minutes as read; seconded by Doug. Motion Carried.

7. Status of Question 1 grant - Tuscarora Watershed/PMU Assessment

The Final Report is not quite finished yet.  Great Basin Ecology has been fully paid.

8. Grant Applications: Question 1 Grant:  “North Fork Watershed”
Gerry handed out a summary of the Grant’s budget and worked out the NNSG’s In-Kind Match for the Project.  We should be receiving the award letter before the end of March.  After we receive the award letter, we need to work on the Funding Agreement and also a Request for Proposals.

9. Treasurer’s Report: Discussion and Approval
There is $48,597.09 dollars in the bank and operating funds make up $1,525.82 of that total.  Doug made the MOTION to accept the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Larry. Motion Carried. 

10. Status of and Discussion of our membership drive.

Delynn reported that $285 has come in for dues as of the meeting.  Teven sent out Receipts for Contributions to the 2009 due-paying members.
11. Two-Year Work Plan: Discussion of the 2008 & 2009 work plans.

Teven will email out to the Board of Directors.

12. 2009 Annual Meeting plans, location, invitations and budget
The flyer needs a few adjustments before it goes out to the email list.  The Tuesday evening Dinner will be held at Stockman’s and has a $15 charge.  The presentation will be given by Jon Haufler with Ecosystem Management Research Institute of Seeley Lake, Montana and there will be a fundraiser auction.  The Wednesday Workshop will be at the California Trails Center.  A request has been made for funds from the Newmont Community Investment Program for meeting expenses.  The BLM and Forest Service are splitting the expenses for our speaker, such as airfare.
13. Discussion of and approval of final NFF CAP report to the National Forest Foundation

Gerry and Teven finished the grant and sent it, which was approved by consensus.
14. Grant Applications: NFF Matching Awards Program along with the Jiggs, Lamoille and Starr Conservation Districts for Biological Control of leafy spurge and thistle.
Gerry handed out a summary of the budget and a timeline of events.  This will be our Friends of the Forest Activity.
15. Lamoille to Secret Trail activities & status of Barrick Goldstrike Grant
A bill was received from Wendell Stam in Victor, Idaho, for mapping and flagging portions of the Lamoille to Secret Trail.  Doug made the MOTION to pay Wendell Stam $5400 budgeted, seconded by Duane.  Motion Carried.  It was suggested for the May meeting, we would have a presentation by Sue Kennedy on the trail’s activities and then decide what level of support NNSG is capable of providing.
16. Discussion of Possible Energy Workshop Participation with WFC
Delynn made the MOTION to partner with the Western Folklife Center and GBC on the 3-part Nevada Humanities Grant, seconded by Larry.  Motion Carried.  The three-part symposium will focus on current interests in Nevada looking at the ecological, social and environmental impacts.  One topic will be on Energy looking at concepts, general ideas, challenges, and impacts locally.  Teven will meet with Doug to work on a proposal for the day’s schedule of events and NNSG will provide a letter of support.
17. Approval of Bills accrued by the corporation since the last meeting.
Bills accrued were $1000 for Teven Perkins' Executive Director’s salary and $50 for BK Web Service for February and March fees, and Gerry asked for approval in advance to pay bills associated with the Annual Meeting. Doug made the MOTION to pay the bills, seconded by Duane. Motion Carried.

18. Sustainability of the Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group’s Executive Director’s Position.
Looking ahead for the Annual Meeting costs and at the financial statement, it was thought to be wise to reduce the salary of the executive director.  This would ensure NNSG is able to be responsible and pay bills in a upfront and in timely manner and also help stretch their budget.  In May, the amount of the executive director’s salary will be revisited.  There are grants and pledges of company support yet to come into our coffers.  Delynn made the MOTION to reduce the executive director’s salary to $500 through May, seconded by Duane.  Motion Carried.
19. President’s Report
Gerry was pleased to report this was NNSG’s 17th straight meeting with a quorum and we have administered over $300,000 in grants over his term.
20. Nomination/appointment of Vice President / Board Members
There were no nominations.  The Board reviewed the advertisement for the paper calling for volunteers for the Board of Directors.  Teven will make the changes made by consensus and get it to the Elko Daily Free Press.
21. Next meeting date, time and location:
The next meeting will be on April 9th, 2009 at 5:15 in the USDA Service Center Conference Room
22. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 7:15 pm.
