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The Tuscarora Population Management Unit/Independence Basin, Willow Creek Basin, and Rock Creek Basin Watershed Assessments (Assessments), delivered in January 2009 to the Northeastern Nevada Stewardship Group (NNSG), Elko County, and NV State Lands, states “The objective of the PMU assessment was to refine the initial “armchair” assessment of sage-grouse habitat condition that was conducted as a part of the NNSG Strategy.” The Elko County Sagebrush Ecosystem Conservation Strategy was completed in 2004, and accepted by the Elko County commissioners, …

On April 15, 2009 the first meeting of potential partners and interested publics gathered to discuss the recommendations presented in the report.  

Each of the basins were evaluated on:


Fire and Fuels


Rangeland Health and Erosion


Non-Native Invasive Species


Other Concerns


Riparian Condition

The Assessment of the Sage-Grouse Habitat in the Tuscarora/Independence side of the PMU region, focused on refining the R-values, those classifications that rate from O – 4, habitat descriptors or departures from the sagebrush vegetation ideal balance. PMU Assessment topics: 


Habitat Quality


Habitat Quantity



Upland Habitats  



Riparian Habitats


Habitat Fragmentation


Livestock Grazing


Fire Ecology


Disturbance

Direction from the report indicated three resource issue topics to consider for restoration projects. They are:


Weed Infestation: There is a significant presence of hoary cress (white top) within and adjacent to the town of Tuscarora. The infestations reach into riparian areas that drain into the Owyhee River system. These properties are of a mixed ownership, and will require focused coordinated efforts to begin a regime of restoration, returning the area to a resilient state. 


Extreme Fire Disturbance: Hot and repeated fires beginning in 1999 – 2007 have resulted in two vegetative states. Briefly:

1. Large monocultures of grasses and forbs, with some islands of intact sagebrush; and 

2. Monocultures of sagebrush stands of varying states of health and suitability for sage-grouse R-value or lifecycle needs. 

In both of these circumstances, there are two basic concerns:

1. Protection is needed to avoid exposure of these landscapes to destructive levels of fire; and 

2. Selection of restoration processes appropriate to their soil and range site descriptors necessary to build mosaic vegetative structures for the lifecycle needs of sage-grouse,  other obligate species, and rangeland health. 

Based on the discussion of the April meeting which upheld the three areas to consider for restoration, and the need to address these ecosystem issues, NNSG moved forward to meet with potential partners in the Tuscarora region. In attendance at the June 24th meeting were 2 BLM specialists; 1 USFWS biologist; 3 from the town of Tuscarora; 4 from ranching and the Owyhee Conservation District; 1 retired NRCS regional director, 1 RC&D (DaKa Doiyabe) coordinator; and 2 from NNSG. 

The summary points from the June meeting were:

· Support expressed to establish a collaborative work group to address the Tuscarora weed infestation problem, and funding sources for implementation and monitoring; 

· Consensus was expressed regarding the need to develop defensible space for fire protection of resources, both grasslands & brush monocultures;

· Agreement to confirm and coordinate with BLM on their 2009 funding for fire rehabilitation sites, and to study potential acreages within the Independence Basin in need of rehabilitation or fire protection measures. (Tuscarora livestock operators were asked to study their private/public land to make suggestion for areas in need of these applications.) Suggestions should be sent to Tyson Gripp, Elko BLM, 753-0200 in the next few weeks – mid July at the latest;  

· Agreement that the grassland complex will serve as opportunities to build  mosaic structures, diverse habitats, from the ground-up; and that sage-brush monocultures will need manipulation to establish vegetative diversity and habitat values to these zones.  

Next Steps:

· Additional participants were identified – more residents, watershed interests, state, county, and federal representatives will be contacted; 

· Additional information regarding land ownership within the Tuscarora township, and adjacent areas, will be gathered;

· Tuscarora Township Community Group – with help – if requested – from the working group, will present the initial weed project plans to the Elko County Commission at their July meeting.;

· A working group meeting will be scheduled following the July commission meeting to outline beginning steps for the coordinated Demonstration Weed Containment project;

· The July meeting will have information available for the working group to discuss grassland rehabilitation potentials, and sagebrush monoculture health and rehabilitation. 

Submitted:

Leta Collord

June 25, 2009

PAGE  
1

